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   A Letter from the DC Dental Society 
President Thomas Sokoly, DDS 

 
Dr. Thomas Sokoly 

Dear Colleagues: 
 
I’m pleased to announce there are a lot of exciting 
events in the next few months specifically geared 
at increasing the opportunities for Society 
members to interact and network with one 
another. The DC Dental Society Charity Golf 
Tournament will be held September 14th at the 
Bretton Woods Golf Course in Germantown, 
Maryland. This exciting networking event is open  
to all and we encourage you to bring your 

colleagues and friends and play as a team. 
 
Net proceeds will benefit the DCDS Foundation, the charitable and  
philanthropic arm of the Society, dedicated to providing oral health care 
and  promoting oral health literacy in the District.  Sponsorship 
opportunities are also available. Register online at the DC Dental Society 
website. 

 (continued on page 2) 

Dentists Must Comply with ACA Section 1557 

Message from Dr. Summerhays, 
ADA President 
 
You have likely heard the Office for Civil Rights has issued a 

final rule that prohibits health care entities that receive 

certain federal financial assistance from discriminating based 

on race, color, national origin, sex, age or disability. The rule 

went into effect on July 18 and implements Section 1557 of 

the Affordable Care Act. It requires affected entities, like dental practices, to take 

steps such as providing meaningful access and effective communications for 

patients with limited English proficiency and/or disabilities. It also includes posting 

taglines and nondiscrimination notices in dental offices, on practice websites and in 

significant publications and communications by October 16. 

(continued on page 2) 

mailto:info@dcdental.org
http://www.dcdental.org/meetings/2016-golf-tournament
http://www.dcdental.org/meetings/2016-golf-tournament
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(continued from page 1) 

 

Recognizing the burden that has been placed on members, and in view of 

unanswered questions about the final rule, the ADA sent a letter to the Office for 

Civil Rights requesting an extension of the implementation deadline. The letter also 

requested additional relief for smaller practices. The ADA had previously raised 

similar concerns, among other objections, when the rule was originally proposed 

last September, but the concerns did not appear to have been addressed in the 

final rule. 

 

Read the letter, and learn about resources the ADA has developed to assist 

members with compliance, at success.ada.org. The ADA Washington Office is 

developing numerous strategies to delay implementation of the final rule. Read 

more in ADA News. 
 

(continued from page 1)  

 

On September 13th we kick off the 2016-2017 DCDS Educational Program 

series at the Westin Georgetown. Dr. Steven Wilson will be speaking on 

“Medical Emergencies in the Dental Office,” and dinner will be served. I 

encourage you to bring any colleagues that are not members so they may 

network and be introduced to the Society. The complete 2016-2017 monthly 

meeting schedule can be viewed on the DC Dental Society website. 

 

I want to remind everyone that at the request of the DCDS Board, the 

membership will be asked to approve bylaw changes at the September 13th 

Monthly Meeting. The proposed changes, which would modernize our voting 

process, are detailed on page 5. Please read carefully and come prepared to 

vote. 

 

Finally, join me and other members at the Summer Happy Hour on August 

11th at Mission in DuPont Circle. Enjoy a cool drink and great Mexican cuisine. 

I look forward to seeing you there. 

 

As always, I'd appreciate hearing from you with any ideas or feedback you 

have. Please contact the DC Dental Society at info@dcdental.org or (202) 

367-1163.  

 

We are DCDS: passionate about our profession, our community, and our 

future!  

 

Sincerely,  

 

 

 

Thomas Sokoly, D.D.S.  

President, DC Dental Society  

http://echo4.bluehornet.com/ct/89557380:7ombPJYWN:m:1:2746677705:956CF5D4F5C552FDB51E7C4BC8133509:r
http://echo4.bluehornet.com/ct/89557381:7ombPJYWN:m:1:2746677705:956CF5D4F5C552FDB51E7C4BC8133509:r
http://www.dcdental.org/meetings/event-calendar
mailto:info@dcdental.org
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Swing into Action and Make a Difference 
Register today for the 2016 DC Dental Society Charity Golf Tournament, being held Wednesday, September 14th at the 

Bretton Woods Golf Course in Germantown, Maryland. This exciting networking event is open to all individuals and we 

encourage you to bring your colleagues and friends and play as a team! Net proceeds will benefit the DCDS Foundation, 

the charitable and philanthropic arm of the Society, dedicated to providing oral health care and promoting oral health 

literacy in the District.  

 

Registration 
Registration is $150 per person and includes:  

 Green fees 

 Golf cart 

 Networking lunch 

 Drinks on the course 

 Awards dinner after the round 

 Free pass for another round* 
 
 

Tournament Schedule 
Registration and Driving Range Opens - 11:30 a.m. 
Lunch - 11:30 a.m. 
Shotgun Start - 1:00 p.m. 
Post Event Social and Awards Dinner - 6:00 p.m. 

Thank You to Our 2016 Sponsors! 
Title Sponsor 

Capital Center for Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery 
 

Beverage Cart Sponsor 

VOCO Dental 
 

Golf Ball Sponsor 
Capital Center for Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery 

 

Golf Towel Sponsor 

Hani Thariani Orthodontics  

 

Bag Drop Sponsor 

OraCoat Corporation 

 

Interested in becoming a sponsor for this event? Please contact DCDS Staff to learn more about the available 

sponsorship opportunities at (202) 367-1163 or info@dcdental.org. 

 
*Free pass only valid for a round to be played during the week. 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001FzzW67g_RiUwd4VDiXygzjm21Jx5QEl44QHv7S1h462PxqN8_nS0t3y5jCkmZ-zwtIm8XVsXK5ythcnOzcxSZcXGYinFAy5KDUlzm6RwLsrM2CH2vKjbhB-JaUffz9_zfTB4xtC186A-qW7AR1JXCQ7s_lRo3kWhxAuqC87QDs1FFoVlpTV2zAWb2G9TyMh_ZQsS0xLHaJ0=&c=4N7vyimJ9THF5JGD34WrNxOBQs6VyUjJyHzfZWcGjgEX1dK1S22tzQ==&ch=WHFjlmoT0EnM8I0koZ33riSOskuDsuqvZMqIzu3asdM5XXvCZRqdYg==
http://www.dcdental.org/foundation
http://www.ccomfs.com/
http://www.voco.com/us/home/index.html
http://www.ccomfs.com/
http://www.tbraces.com/
http://www.oracoat.com/
mailto:info@dcdental.org
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Alliance for a Cavity-Free Future 

and Colgate Launch Grant Program 
The Canada-United States chapter of the Alliance for a 

Cavity-Free Future announced a new grant program in 

August to help fund interprofessional projects that 

positively impact the oral health of pregnant women and 

children under 6.  The annual grant program, backed by the 

Colgate-Palmolive Company, will award up to $50,000 for 

selected projects. 

 

The projects, according to a news release, "must focus on 

improving attitudes, knowledge and practices" related to 

the prevention of dental caries among children under the 

age of 6 and/or pregnant women within identified 

vulnerable populations including those from disadvantaged 

racial or ethnic minority groups or from regions with limited 

access to care. 

 

To learn more about grant application, visit the ADA 

website.  

  

http://www.ada.org/en/publications/ada-news/2016-archive/july/alliance-for-a-cavity-free-future-colgate-launch-grant-program?nav=news
http://www.ada.org/en/publications/ada-news/2016-archive/july/alliance-for-a-cavity-free-future-colgate-launch-grant-program?nav=news
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Notice: Membership Bylaws Vote on September 13 

Members to vote at the September Monthly Meeting on bylaws changes to allow mail and online balloting.  

At the request of the DCDS Board, the Constitution and Bylaws Committee has drafted amendments to the Society’s 

bylaws to allow eligible members the opportunity to vote by mail or online ballot. Currently, all DCDS members must 

appear in person to cast a ballot for contested Society leadership and ADA House of Delegate positions. The 

recommended changes to the bylaws strive to modernize the Society’s voting process and give more members the 

opportunity to participate in the democratic process of electing officers and in deciding issues. The membership will be 

asked to approve these bylaw changes at the September 13th Monthly Meeting. Members are encouraged to share any 

comments or questions they may have to the DCDS Business Office at info@dcdental.org.  

Constitution and Bylaws Committee Recommend Updates to DCDS Bylaws 

13.0 CHAPTER XIII - NOMINATIONS AND ELECTIONS  

13.10 PROCEDURE 

13.11 Nominations for elections to any position or office with the exception of the President and General Chair 

of the NCDM shall be made at a designated business meeting and the election shall be held at a following 

appropriate announced meeting.  

13.11.1 An eligible member may vote by mail or online ballot, or any other means of electronic transmission 

approved by the Board of Directors.1 

13.12 All members of the Society must be notified at least two (2) weeks before the election of the names of the 

candidates nominated of the various elective offices and positions.  

13.13 A ballot sheet, when required for a contested election shall be printed made available with the names of 

the candidates nominated for the various elective offices and positions.2 

 

13.20 TIMES OF NOMINATION  

13.21 Nominations for elective offices of the Society shall be made at a business meeting at least two months 

prior to any election.  

13.22 Nominations for delegates and alternate delegates to the American Dental Association House of Delegates 

shall be made at a regular business meeting immediately after the annual ADA House of Delegates meeting and 

at least two (2) months prior to the election. which will take place at a business meeting.3 

 

1 New amendment to permit mail and online ballot for any Society election with the Board of Directors responsible for 

setting election-/ballot-related policies 

2 Copy revised to be in conformity with 13.11.1 

3 Copy determined erroneous as it repeats copy found in 13.11 

mailto:info@dcdental.org
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DC Dental Society Happy Hour on Thursday, August 11 
Relax with your colleagues during the DCDS happy hour at Mission 

DuPont in DuPont Circle starting at 5:00 p.m. Mission features Mexican 

cuisine and daily happy hour specials, including house-made cocktails 

with fresh-squeezed juices.  

 

Do you have a colleague who is not a member of DCDS? 

Bring a potential member to learn more about member benefits! 

 

Mission is located at 1606 20th St NW, Washington, DC and is accessible 

via the Red line at DuPont Circle Metro Station.  

 

To register, please click here.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Medicaid Electronic Health Records (EHR) Incentive Payment Program  
All dentists who serve DC Medicaid beneficiaries are eligible to receive an Electronic Health Records (EHR) incentive 

payment through the Medicaid EHR Incentive Program (MEIP). Dental practices that maintain at least 30% Medicaid 

patient volume can receive incentive payments for acquiring a Meaningfully Using (MU) Certified Electronic Health 

Record Technology (CEHRT). Up to $63,750 is available to meaningfully use Electronic Health Records (EHRs). Nine out of 

ten dentists serving the District’s Medicaid population have yet to avail themselves of this opportunity to leverage EHRs 

to improve population health and patient outcomes. Please visit the DC State Level Registry (SLR) for more information 

and to begin your Program Year 2015 attestation, accepted now through September 30, 2016. 

 

In order to register for the incentive payment: 

 

1. Register with CMS at Medicare and Medicaid EHR Incentive Program. Select “District of Columbia” as the state 

of attestation. 

2. Verify your EHR system is CMS-certified at EHR version for Adopt, Implement, and Upgrade (AIU). 

3. Register with the District’s State Level Registry for incentive payments. 

 

Should you have any questions, please contact Jordan Cooper at Jordan.Cooper@dc.gov or (202) 442-9047 or contact 

Michael Tietjen at Michael.Tietjen2@dc.gov or (202) 442-9055. 
*It can take up to 45 days for DHCF to process and issue your incentive payment.  
 

 

http://missiondupont.com/
http://missiondupont.com/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScq0Y6j4MNlfRk8fLU2m1wbLyJEXgYkYgz8B6w3Rrx5Dw1HSg/viewform
https://ehrincentives.cms.gov/hitech/loginCredentials.action
https://www.cms.gov/Regulations-and-Guidance/Legislation/EHRIncentivePrograms/Downloads/Stage3_EP.pdf
http://oncchpl.force.com/ehrcert
http://dc.arraincentive.com/
https://ehrincentives.cms.gov/hitech/login.action
http://oncchpl.force.com/ehrcert
http://www.healthit.gov/policy-researchers-implementers/certified-health-it-product-list-chpl
http://dc.arraincentive.com/
mailto:Jordan.Cooper@dc.gov
mailto:Michael.Tietjen2@dc.gov
http://dhcf.dc.gov/page/health-information-technology
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2016 Member-Get-A-Member Program 
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Medical Emergencies in the Dental Office 

September Monthly Meeting 

The next DC Dental Society monthly meeting will be 

held Tuesday, September 13th at the Westin 

Georgetown and will feature a presentation by Dr. 

Stephen Wilson titled "Medical Emergencies in the 

Dental Office". 

 

Session Abstract 

Estimates of the number of emergencies that occur 

in dental practices vary.  The most frequently 

reported emergency is syncope; however, other 

relatively frequent emergencies involve 

hypoglycemia, seizures, angina, choking, asthma, and swallowing of foreign objects.  This presentation will present an 

overview of relatively frequent emergencies and possible intervention strategies associated with the prevention of 

emergencies and with rescuing of patients.  Because pharmacological management of pediatric (and other patients) 

appears to be increasing, emergency management of more frequent sedation emergencies, their prevention, and 

management will be discussed. To view the learning objectives, visit the event listing online. 

 

About Dr. Wilson 

Dr. Wilson is a board-certified pediatric dentist and a Diplomat of the American Board of Pediatric Dentistry. He has 

served as a Director of the American Board of Pediatric Dentistry and as President of the American Board of Pediatric 

Dentistry (2003-2004).  He is the current Director of the AAPD-sponsored Sedation Course which is presented twice a 

year. He was awarded “Pediatric Dentistry of the Year” by the American Academy of Pediatric Dentistry in 2007. He has 

published over 110 papers and spoken at numerous local, national, and international meetings. Dr. Wilson’s research 

interests include child behavior in the dental clinic, sedation for children, and electronic monitoring during sedation. 

 

Members planning to attend the September meeting should RSVP online, by phone at (202) 367-1163, or via 

email at info@dcdental.org before noon on Tuesday, September 13th. Monthly meetings are free to members as a 

membership benefit. Members may also bring one guest for free. 

 

 

  

The DC Dental Society is an ADA CERP Recognized Provider. ADA CERP is a service of the American Dental Association to 

assist dental professionals in identifying quality providers of continuing dental education. ADA CERP does not approve or 

endorse individual courses or instructors, nor does it imply acceptance of credit hours by boards of dentistry.   

The DC Dental Society designates this activity for 2 continuing education credits.  

http://www.dcdental.org/meetings/monthly-meeting/2016/09/13/monthly-meetings/ce-event-medical-emergencies-in-the-dental-office
https://ebusiness.ada.org/login/loginpo3.aspx?returnURL=/Meetings/DefaultPo3.aspx&PO3ORGAPICODE=DC000DR124DQCQX
mailto:info@dcdental.org
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2017 ADA Humanitarian Award Nominations Due Sept. 15 
The ADA is seeking nominations for the annual ADA Humanitarian Award. Nomination 

materials must be submitted on or before Sept. 15. The award will be given to an ADA 

member dentist who has alleviated human suffering, demonstrated significant 

leadership, served as an inspiration to others and established a legacy that is of ongoing 

value and benefit to those in need, both in the U.S. and abroad. The award, one of the 

highest honors the ADA Board of Trustees bestows, recognizes individual volunteer 

commitment and leadership over a period of at least 10 years that has had a broad 

impact on oral health and the improvement of the human condition.  

To nominate an ADA Member, download the nomination packet online or contact ADA International Relations at 1-312-

440-2726 or international@ADA.org. 

 

Member Benefit Spotlight: Dental Websites and Marketing Services  
Take advantage of all kinds of great professional tools at Success.ADA.org. You’ll find ways to help manage your practice 

and career, expand your knowledge and even get ideas on how to create a better work/life balance. Don’t miss 

important information on upcoming conferences, online education opportunities and more. 

Featured: A strong internet presence helps patients understand your services and saves you and your staff valuable 

time. PBHS Dental Website Design and Practice Marketing has helped thousands of dental professional create engaging, 

branded website designs. Call (855) 932-4232 or visit pbhs.com/ada.  

http://www.ada.org/en/member-center/international-activities/for-us-dentists/awards-and-recognition/humanitarian-award
mailto:international@ADA.org
http://www.success.ada.org/
file://bwdc24/AVanHook$/DCDS/Newsletter/pbhs.com/ada
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Classifieds 
 Real Estate Opportunities 

PRACTICES FOR SALE – GLEN BURNIE- 4 ops grossing $250K. MARYLAND 
EASTERN SHORE Pediatric $1.7M gross.  LANDOVER HILLS MD 4 op retiring. 
Grossing $500K. BLDG also.  ELLICOTT CITY Modern 3 op Satellite. Priced to 
sell. POLCARI ASSOCIATES (800)544-1297 info@polcariassociates.com 
 
PRACTICES FOR SALE – Bethesda, MD. Home Office 4 Br 2 Ba Young 
prestigious area. Excellent schools. Beautiful 16,000 sf corner lot. 2 chairs 
Panorex, Ceph, Ritter xray. Lab, lathe etc. 1,000+ records. $950K. Contact 
(301) 229-0232. 
 
Employment Opportunity 
POSITIONS OPEN – Exciting opportunities for dentists, hygienists, and 
assistants to provide children with quality dental care in schools in DC. No 
evenings or weekends. Email resumes to jobs@smileprograms.com 
 
POSITION OPEN IN ALEXANDRIA – An established three dentists, modern, nine 
operatory dental office located in Alexandria, Virginia is seeking a part time 
associate dentist with two or more years of private practice experience 
leading to potential ownership involvement. Dentist must be good at 
endodontics, extractions, dentures, and crowns. Send Curriculum Vitae (CV) 
to nvadentist@yahoo.com.  
 
POSITION OPEN IN DC/FRIENDSHIP HEIGHTS – Located in an excellent, well 
maintained professional building, on site paid parking, 1 block to Friendship 
Heights Metro-Red Line. Share space with another dental professional with an 
excellent reputation. Features: state of the art treatment rooms, modern 
comfortable reception area, lab and sterilization area. Use of up to 3 
treatment rooms Tuesday through Thursday after 2:30 and all day Friday and 
Saturday. Call 202-686-9100 

Advertise with DCDS 
Classified ads in the DCDS Newsletter are 
easy to coordinate. Simply fill out an 
advertisement contract and email the 
completed contract and your ad to 
info@dcdental.org. We will then send you 
an invoice and request payment 
information. Without the payment, your 
ad will not run.  

Pricing is as follows: 
Members: $30  

Non-Profit Organizations: $50  

Non-Members: $100  

Dental Students and New Graduates: Free! 
You must be a member of the ASDA or 
DCDS to qualify. 

Deadlines:  
The Newsletter is distributed on the first 
Wednesday of every month. Ads are due 
to the Society two weeks in advance in 
order for them to appear in the next 
newsletter. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Top: Delaware State 

Dental Society 

members and staff at 

their membership 

lounge in the Exhibit 

Hall 

mailto:info@polcariassociates.com
mailto:jobs@smileprograms.com
mailto:nvadentist@yahoo.com
http://www.dcdental.org/docs/librariesprovider56/private-library-washington-d.c/PDFs/dc-dental-society-2016-newsletter-advertising.pdf
mailto:info@dcdental.org

